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touch threatened to upset it. The South African War
had ended in the summer of 1902, and three Boer Generals,
Botha, De Wet and Delarey, came to England in August:
London gave them an enthusiastic welcome, and the
King, then recovering from the operation which had caused
the postponement of the Coronation, received them on his
yacht. From England they went to Holland and were hailed
as national heroes, and from there to Paris. Paris, offi-
cially, was polite and no more: M. Delcasse and the
Prime Minister gave them a short interview, but only
as ' distinguished visitors.5 There was no mistaking the
intention of that coolness. The Boer War, which had
been the cause of such violent popular Anglophobism in
France, was over, those ebullitions would now die down,
and the French Government, looking ahead and knowing
King Edward's constant desire to come to an under-
standing with France, was extremely anxious to do nothing
that could give offence. The official French reception there-
fore of the Generals was in strong contrast to the welcome
given to Kruger. From Paris the Boer Generals went to
Berlin, where they again 'received an almost hysterical
welcome, duly reported in the English Press. Then
came the hitch: the Emperor wanted to receive them
personally. There was no real logical reason why he
should not. They were now British subjects, and as
such the King had received them: they had been received
officially in France, they had had a roaring welcome in
England, and it was not to be supposed that the Emperor
would do more than give them a few civil words. But
the King, recognising the precarious balance, wrote very
firmly to his Ambassador in Berlin, telling him that the
Emperor ought to know that his reception of the Generals
just before his visit to England would be very unpopular,